
WAC 16-439-220  Tolerances.  (1) Tolerances that apply at time of 
packing:

(a) In order to allow for variations incident to commercial grad-
ing and handling, not more than ten percent, by count, of the pears in 
any lot may be below the requirements of the grade, and not more than 
one percent, by count, of that amount is allowed for decay or internal 
breakdown. Slight imperfections that are not discernible in good com-
mercial sorting practice are not considered defects of grade.

(b) In order to allow for variations incident to proper sizing, 
not more than five percent, by count, of the pears in any lot may be 
below any specified minimum size and not more than ten percent, by 
count, of the pears in any lot may be above any specified maximum 
size.

(c) For a tolerance of ten percent or more, individual packages 
in any lot may contain not more than one and one-half times the toler-
ance specified. For tolerances less than ten percent, individual pack-
ages in any lot may contain not more than double the tolerance speci-
fied. At least one specimen that does not meet the requirements is al-
lowed in any one package.

(2) Additional tolerance: No more than fifteen percent of the 
pears in any container may have more than one skin break measuring 
one-eighth inch to three-sixteenths inch, inclusive, in diameter or 
depth. Small inconspicuous skin breaks less than one-eighth inch in 
diameter or depth are not considered damage.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 15.17 RCW, RCW 15.17.030, and chapter 
34.05 RCW. WSR 09-01-095, § 16-439-220, filed 12/16/08, effective 
1/16/09; Order 1033, Regulation 2, filed 10/10/66, effective 11/10/66; 
Order 930, Regulation 2, filed 8/6/63; Emergency Order 922, filed 
6/7/63.]
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